
BHS Graduates: Where are they now?
The Minnesota Innovation Initiative (MI2) has partnered with Bemidji Career Academies to pilot a program for high
school students looking to explore the manufacturing sector. Since 2014, 80 plus high school students have participated
in the program. MI2’s approach is innovative in that our courses and program are designed by industry, yet each
individual’s program experience is tailored to help them succeed. Listen to what some of our participants have to say.

Brian Holthusen
Brian graduated from Bemidji High School in 2017 and took mechatronics course at MI2 as part of 
Bemidji Career Academies. Thru the support of MI2, Brian attained his CDL Class A license and is now 
working full time for Knife River. He is pursuing heavy equipment operator skills with on the job training 
supported by his employer.

“I thought the program would be fun because you get work with your hands and actually show what 
you know.  It gave me some opportunities I didn’t even know I had.  It helped me get a better idea on 
what I wanted to do with work after high school. Thanks for all the help on the jump start, very much 
appreciated”. 

Wyatt Tennyson
Wyatt took Mechanical Fabrication, AC/DC Electrical Systems and Basic Hydraulics through MI2 in 2016 and 
then after graduation worked at PotlatchDeltic as a summer vacation relief worker.  After proving himself, 
Wyatt was offered a permanent position at PotlatchDeltic in their Maintenance Division and went on to 
complete all of the Mechatronics courses through PotlatchDeltic’s corporate sponsored Registered 
Apprenticeship Program.

“Having this opportunity to get a paper that says ’I’m qualified in something’… that‘s a cool thing to be able 
to do, especially in high school”. 

Jake Larson
Jake went through MI2 in 2015 and pursued a degree in Plumbing at  Northwest Technical College, where he 
was on the Dean’s list.  He is currently working at Gregg’s Plumbing gaining experience towards his 
journeyman’s license.  

“I really appreciated the experience of coming to the MI2 labs located on the NTC campus to get a feel for 
what it would be like to go to a technical school.  The experiences I had gave me the confidence that I too 
could go to a technical school and succeed.  I would definitely recommend this training experience.  It has 
made a huge difference for me.”  

Shelby Bjerke
As a leader of the BHS Robotics team, Shelby heard about Mechatronics as a BHS Career Academy that she 
would excel in. Shelby took Mechanical Fabrication, AC/DC Electrical Systems, MSSC Safety and Basic 
Hydraulics through MI2 in 2017-2018 and then graduated in 2018.  Shelby now attends the Milwaukee School 
of Engineering.

“My experience at MI2 has been excellent, the useful skills I learned helped me be more sure about my 
future career. The instructors at MI2 are helpful and understanding!”


